
Drawing Studies 6 

Observation of light 
in illustrating form 

and structure.  

Study for angel on Chigi Chapel cupola - Raphael 



Observe a common cloths peg, note the details of its 
parts spring, grooves and taper. 
1. Draw the details at twice full size.  
2. The complete peg in line only. Start with a box 

outline, draw a center line. Note the symmetry of 
the two wooden shapes and where the spring 
fits. 

3. Draw another study in perspective, this one 
shade vertical sides, note curves, hollows and 
overlaps. 

Hints 
• Lines that meet or intersect make darker, 
• From the front of the object decrease 
tonal variation to the rear. 
• Darken lines carefully going over them 
and correct imperfections. 
• Shading apply with parallel strokes. 
• Adjacent surfaces need to have different 
tones. Usually the upper surface is the 
lighter. 



Make a linear drawing of a hammer. 
• The hole in the head and the handle 
have the share a central axis. Their 
cylindrical forms are parallel to the 
head’s impact faces. Both the hole and 
the handle are best positioned within a 
box outline. 
• Cast shadows will not enhance the 
forms in these studies. 
• Observe the relation between a 
part’s function and its shape. 

Similar forms you may study, hatchet, cubic shaped 
machine parts, crystals or prisms. 



Structures of natural surfaces 

Examining bark on trees, timber grain, river stones, gravel, 
leaf litter or sand to ascertain its inherent nature and its 
surface composition, we find a repetition of texture but 
infinitely varied. In some materials like pebbles, grain, sticks 
or tacks their graphic representation is derived from like 
objects in various positions. 

Drawing natural surfaces 

• Determine the general characteristics of the structure, 
rounded, shield-like,  cubic or linear. 
• Are they projecting or flush, polished or rough? 
• Is their tonal range narrow or high contrast? 
• Selecting a medium for representation, choose tools 
sympathetic to your topic. 
 

Ex 1.  Select a surface to represent on white paper. 
Enlarge at least twice real life scale.  
Observe carefully; shape of elements, position of shade, 
tonal range and the characteristics of the variations. 
Draw with three different tools e.g. pencil, pen and 
charcoal. 
 
 



Ex 2.  On paper aim to depict six natural surfaces around 4 to 5 inches square. 
 
Similar subjects: forest floor, inventory of garbage, sea shore, box of fastenings, 
textiles. 

 



Congratulations you have completed the prime 
elements of drawing; line, shape, tone, perspective, 
contrast and texture. More themes await your 
inquiry  


