
Drawing study 8 

Water structures 

The structure of water by its 
nature is mobile. 
In this study the current of 
water is conceived of and 
presented as energy, as a 
process of becoming. 



We are going to interpret natural structures by adapting 
rigid geometrical hatching to free, dynamic forms.  
 
Our subject is running water. 
 
We are not concerned with the appearance of water but 
rather with its inherent force. Structure requires that we 
set aside identity and articulation of overall shape or 
form.  
 
We experience water as a course of movement per se and 
translate it into graphic form. 
  
 
 



Ex: 1 We use loosely parallel lines to express 
a quietly flowing stream. 

Ex: 2 We use similar lines to depict the 
movement of a fast-running brook. The 
drawing should suggest the smaller, more 
frequent swirling and ripples of the fluid. 



Ex: 3 The lines describe rough ocean waves. 
The surging power of dashing waves and the 
force of their breaking and pushing should 
be evident. 

Ex: 4 We describe water as it flows 
around rocks, here swelling, there 
subsiding 



Ex: 5 This consists of a mass of bubbles of 
various sizes. They appear singly, in clusters 
of similar size and in series of similar or a 
differing progression of sizes. Structural 
zones are established by developing the 
interrelationships of the shapes and sizes 

Ex: 6 Three stones are dropped into still 
water and cause overlapping concentric 
ripples. [suggestion: Observe the 
interference patterns when ripple waves 
from two or more sources combine.]   



Ex: 7 The subject is a waterfall. 
Combine the elements of the previous 
exercises; combine the quiet flow, with 
collision, rippling, ebbing, powerful 
waves, splashes and foam. 

Hints:  
Form the separate 
elements well. 
Organize them in sizes, 
spacing, and rhythm 
where force is 
condensed and stress 
reduced . 
 
 



With these studies you have combined 
structure and rhythmic design derived from 
natural structure. Up till now you have 
represented water in terms of familiar 
appearance of ocean, lake, stream, rain. Now 
you looked at the natural laws that govern all 
water. You looked at structural relationships 
and viewed nature differently. 

Other topics 
Riverbeds 
Honeycomb 
Geological structures 
Tree bark 
Timber 
Rain 
Reeds and grass. 
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